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A genuinely comparative study of the different trajectories and experiences of independent African

states. This expanded, revised and updated new edition of an established text now includes the

latest scholarship and features more on issues such as AIDS, urbanisation, South Sudan, questions

of citizenship and the importance of transnational spaces.
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"This is an exceptional work, applying an expert analysis of sub-Saharan Africa and providing the

reader with a comparative history of the continent since independence. It is clearly the best

single-volume on Africa's modern history in existence." - Ian Taylor, University of St Andrews, UK"It

is no small feat to tackle such a broadly defined project, and I believe Nugent is successful in

covering a significant amount of material in ways that simultaneously connect the information and

highlight specific case studies." - Andrea Arrington, University of Arkansas

This is an exceptional work, applying an expert analysis of sub-Saharan Africa and providing the

reader with a comparative history of the continent since independence. It is clearly the best

single-volume on Africa's modern history in existence.' - Ian Taylor, University of St Andrews, UK'It

is no small feat to tackle such a broadly defined project, and I believe Nugent is successful in

covering a significant amount of material in ways that simultaneously connect the information and

highlight specific case studies.' - Andrea Arrington, University of Arkansas, USA



fantastic book! it was really in depth and gives a very clear picture of how modern Africa came to be.

would recommend it to anyone wanting a concise, in depth understanding of Africa.

Paul Nugent has written one of the most impressive single-volume texts on African history--with a

good chance that it is the best. This book reads smoothly while covering a vast continental terrain,

including north Africa; and explores issues, questions, episodes in great depth. Nugent is able to

handle complexity without drowning the reader in it. Perhaps, though, the most impressive aspect of

this volume is Nugent's careful judgment. He also offers new themes to consider. For maps, charts,

statistics, lists, the book is also excellent. It took a long time for this to be produced says the author.

It was time well-spent. From the 1950s to now, Africa has never been treated better. The book is

fresh.
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